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Introduction

This resource is intended for teachers to use with  
their students onsite at the V&A. It was created as  
part of a partnership with education charity Into Film. 

The resource explores the film Much Ado About 
Nothing. It guides students to objects in the Museum 
that provide context for the film and for Shakespeare’s 
plays. We suggest that groups divide into pairs to 
follow the activities.

Film summary

Much Ado About Nothing was written by William 
Shakespeare in 1598–99. This film adaptation of the 
play is set in modern-day California. Benedick and 
Beatrice are two strong minded young people at 
‘merry war’ with each other. They both claim that 
marriage is for fools. Their friends trick them into 
believing that each loves the other by staging over-
heard conversations and creating misunderstandings. 
These fictions reveal the truth, and Benedick and 
Beatrice eventually declare their love for each other. 

At the Museum

Visit the following V&A galleries. Use this resource  
in conjunction with the V&A Map.

Theatre and Performance, Level 3, Room 105
Find ‘Mr William Shakespeare’s Comedies, Histories & 
Tragedies’ (The First Folio). This book is in the ‘Celebrity’ 
case, which is near the large model rhinoceros. It the first 
collected edition of Shakespeare’s plays, printed in 1623. 

The plays include very little stage direction. This means 
theatre companies have always had to decide how to 
‘adapt’ and stage the plays. Reading the film summary 
above, think about how you might adapt and create 
the scenario described. Would you set it where you live 
and in modern times (as the director of the film has 
done)? If so what set, costumes and props might the 
characters have?  

Find the costume for Henry V. This is in the last case of 
costumes, which is opposite a case of headdresses and 

masks. Think about what costume design can tell us 
about a character. Look at the symbols on the costume. 
How does the design convey Henry V’s importance and 
rank? Now think about how you could use modern-day 
costume to communicate the status of a character.

Medieval & Renaissance, Level 2, Room 64
Find the display ‘Marriage and Motherhood’. It is on 
the left hand side of the gallery, next to an entrance.  
In the main case, look for the dish with a couple and  
an inscription and the panel from a marriage chest.

What do these objects tell us about historical ideas  
of love and marriage? After watching the film, discuss 
what Benedick and Beatrice would think of these 
ideas. Would they think differently at the start and  
the end of the film?

Follow-up activities/find out more

For images of performers and designs from past 
productions, search the V&A collections. Type ‘Much 
Ado About Nothing’ here: http://collections.vam.ac.uk/

Recordings of Much Ado About Nothing and other 
Shakespeare productions can be viewed by groups free 
of charge at the V&A from the National Video Archive of 
Performance (NVAP). Contact bookings.office@vam.ac.uk 
to make an appointment. A list of recordings is available 
here: www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/t/nvap/

To find out more about Elizabethan Theatre go to: 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/content/articles/e/
elizabethan-theatre/

To find out about Shakespeare in the modern era go to:  
http://www.vam.ac.uk/contentarticles/m/20th- 
century-shakespeare/

Download the Shakespeare Trail, a tour of objects in 
the V&A related to the playwright and his work: 
http://www.vam.ac.uk/__data/assets/pdf_
file/0018/241047/Shakespare_trail.pdf

Continue learning through film by setting up a free 
Into Film Club at your school. www.filmclub.org/
register. Access a catalogue of over 4000 film titles 
including those in the Reel to Real programme, as well 
as curriculum-linked resources created in partnership 
with the V&A. http://www.intofilm.org/
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