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Studio workshop: Graphics  

A studio based workshop led by artist Matthew Raw  
 

    
 

Designs for an alphabet frieze, Godfrey Sykes, 1864   © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
Think of your own ideas – Anthony Burrill 2004 - 2011 © Victoria and Albert Museum, London 

Summary: 
This workshop challenges participating students to answer a contemporary graphic design brief. 
The brief for this workshop is to: Design a poster for a typography exhibition coming up at the 
V&A. The poster will be inspired by typography and objects found in the V&A’s collections. 
Students will explore lettering and typographic shape and form throughout the museum and our 
prints and drawings archive.  Working together with the leading artist, the students will take the 
research collected and use it in a studio session to create 3D typography in clay. Students will learn 
basic ceramics techniques to get started, and will also be asked to utilise photography skills, play 
with composition, scale and layout and work collectively to art direct their final work. Students are 
invited to work further into their designs back at School.  This is a great introduction to creative 
typography and is also a brilliant portfolio project.  
 
Information about the artist: 
Matthew Raw is based in London and is a founding member of Studio Manifold. Exhibitions, 
residencies, collaborations and workshops all play important roles is his personable, varied 
practice. Last year he completed a 6-month residency in the V&A’s ceramic studio, where he 
focused on the current climate of art education in Britain. Matthews’s residency resulted in a 
large-scale contemporary mosaic, which was shown at the Museum during London Design 
Festival in September 2015. Matthew is currently working on a variety of new commissions.  
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Galleries Visited: 
-               Islamic Middle East, Room 42, Level 1 
-               20th Century, Room 76, Level 3 
-               Ironwork, Room 113-114e, Level 3 
 
NC Links: 
Art & Design 
- Students will learn a range of techniques to explore their ideas  
- Students will utilise a range of media   
-              Students will learn about different periods, styles and movements in graphic design 
 
Design & Technology 
- Students will analyse the work of past and present professionals to broaden their 

understanding 
-              Students will develop and communicate their ideas through 3D modelling  
- Students will learn about and use specialist equipment, techniques and processes 
 
Arts Award Links:  
Bronze Award 
Unit 1: Part A, Part B & Part C (Some follow up work required)  
 
Silver Award 
Unit 1: Part C & D (Some follow up work required) 
 
Follow up activities:  
Walk around the museum and look for other examples of typography in the building’s 
architecture and signage. Make sketches and see how many different examples of lettering you 
can find. Use the digital images created in the workshop to develop your poster design further. 
Visit the V&A website to explore further examples of V&A graphic design and marketing and use 
this research to help you finish off your poster. http://www.vam.ac.uk/  
 
Booking Information:  
Available: 11 July  
Cost: £150 
Timing: 10.30 – 14.30 
Capacity: Maximum 30 students per session 
Book now: 020 7942 2211 
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