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HIGHLIGHTS FOR
SELF-GUIDED VISITS
NEW Sackler Courtyard and
Sainsbury Gallery plus FREE
exhibition tickets
There has never been a better time to
bring your pupils to the V&A! We have
moved back to the Sackler Centre for
Arts Education and have a beautiful new
courtyard and gallery space to enjoy.
To celebrate we are offering free tickets
to visit the inaugural exhibition.

Opera: Passion, Power and
Politics Schools’ & Colleges’
Exhibition Day
Free for students and teachers
7 November 2017
Supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund
Booking essential
(a minimum of 10 days’ notice is required)

‘It was awesome.
Friendly and engaging,
age appropriate and
every child engaged in
their learning.’
KS1 Teacher

Download FREE Teachers’
Resources
Use our resources for primary and secondary
schools to support self-guided visits and
inspire activities back at school. Includes
a new 20th Century Design Resource to
support Secondary Art & Design and DT.
vam.ac.uk/teachersresources

Fashion & Textiles Handling
Resource (KS4 & 5)
Examine historical dress and take
inspiration from contemporary designs
by London College of Fashion students.
Self-guided handling session, teachers’
notes available online to plan in advance.
£45, bookable timeslots, 10.30 – 12.30
and 13.00 – 15.00
To book email bookings.office@vam.ac.uk

Left: Colorado Teapot, designed
by Marco Zanini, 1983 Italy
Right: Alberta Tiburzi in ‘envelope’ dress
by Cristóbal Balenciaga, Harper’s Bazaar,
June 1967 © Hiro 1967

Exhibitions & Displays
Pink Floyd: Their Mortal Remains
13 May – 1 October 2017
Balenciaga: Shaping Fashion
27 May 2017 – 18 February 2018
Plywood
15 July – 12 November 2017
Admission free
Opera: Passion, Power and Politics
30 September 2017 – 25 February 2018
Winnie-the-Pooh: Exploring a Classic
16 December 2017 – 8 April 2018
Iranian Art
20 January – 29 April 2018
Future Design
19 May – 4 November 2018
Frida Kahlo
16 June – 28 October 2018
£3 entry per student or teacher
(unless stated otherwise)
Booking essential
(a minimum of 10 days’ notice is required)
Teachers receive a complimentary exhibition
ticket (except for Pink Floyd: Their Mortal
Remains) when making a group booking
in order to make a preparatory visit.

Winnie-the-Pooh:
Exploring a Classic
Schools’ Exhibition Days
Schools can book in alongside the general
public for visits throughout the run of
exhibitions, or book one of these exclusive
Schools’ Exhibition Days and enjoy the
space to teach. Don’t miss our special
Winnie-the-Pooh workshops (see pg. 7).
Dates: 9, 17, 23 & 31 January; 6 & 21 February;
1, 6 & 14 March.
Tickets on sale soon. Sign up to the V&A
e-newsletter and select Schools and Colleges
in your preferences to find out more.
£3 per student and teacher.
Bookable time slots, 10.00 – 14.30
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PRIMARY DISCOVERY TOURS,
WORKSHOPS & SPECIAL EVENTS
Our Primary Programme:

Art & Design

History

–  supports key National Curriculum themes
–  is cross-curricular, including Art & Design,
DT, Literacy, Numeracy, History, R.E.,
Geography, Computing and Science
–  gives pupils the chance to handle replica
objects and try on costumes
–  is delivered by specialist museum
educators and professional artists
and designers.

Discovering Shape – Reception & KS1
Go on a hunt around the Museum to spot
different 2D and 3D shapes hiding in the
objects. Develop curiosity and creativity
through exploration and play.
Cross-curricular links: Maths

How We Used to Dress – KS1 & 2
How have clothes changed from what
we wear today? See a magnificent 18th
century day dress and try on an imitation
18th century gentleman’s outfit and a
Victorian cage crinolene.
Cross-curricular links: Art & Design | DT

FREE Discovery Sessions
Supporting the National Curriculum,
these sessions explore the galleries and
investigate objects first-hand to bring to
life a range of cross-curricular themes.

Discovering Materials – KS1 & 2
From metal to marble, ceramic to lacquer
this session explores some of the materials
used by artists and designers to create
incredible objects.
Cross-curricular links: Science | DT
V&A Voyage – KS1 & 2
Explore clothes, religious objects and
artefacts from India, Japan, China
(including the Shang Dynasty) and the
Islamic Middle East. For a focus on one
country, just let our Contact Centre know
at the point of booking.
Cross-curricular links: RE | History |
Literacy | DT | Geography
Investigating Pattern – KS2
Discover incredible patterns from around
the world, including the Islamic Middle
East and India and compare to the designs
of William Morris.
Cross-curricular links: Maths | RE | History

A Day at the Great Exhibition – KS1 & 2
Learn about this key event in British history
and imagine what it would have been
like to visit the spectacular Crystal Palace.
Cross-curricular links: Art & Design | DT
Anglo-Saxon Art & Culture – KS2
What do Anglo-Saxon objects tell us about
people living in Britain over a thousand
years ago? Explore the design of luxury
goods, trade routes and the change from
Pagan to Christian society.
Cross-curricular links: Art & Design | DT
Inspired by the Classics – KS2
Ancient Greek and Roman cultures have
inspired artists and designers over centuries.
Learn how to identify the Classical style in
British architecture, sculpture and design.
Cross-curricular links: Art & Design
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

FREE Literacy Live – KS1 & 2
Use amazing museum objects to inspire
stories. This session encourages confidence
in using new vocabulary through the
development of narrative and character.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

Wednesday
FREE
1 hour, starting at 11.00
Maximum of 30
students per session

Monday – Friday
FREE
1 hour, starting at 10.30,
11.45 & 13.00
Maximum of 30
students per session

Left: Suit of armour in haramaki
style, 1850, Japan
Right: Bailey Rawlin’s Expanding
View of the Great Exhibition, 1851
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Left: Kimono for the Kabuki theatre,
Japan, Meiji period
Right: ‘The bees are getting suspicious’,
Winnie-the-Pooh chapter 1, pencil drawing
by E. H. Shepard © The Shepard Trust

Practical Workshops

Special Events

Hands-on, cross-curricular sessions led
by professional artists and designers.

Christmas Carol Concert
Celebrate the festive season with Christmas
songs and carols, performed by school
choirs. Join us for sing-along fun to help
get you in the Christmas mood.
12 December 2017

  Little Inventors KS1 & 2
Join the team from Little Inventors to
discover weird and wonderful inventions
before creating your own extraordinary
designs. Also supports literacy skills
through engaging warm-up activities.
DT | History | Literacy
Dates: 10 November; 13 December;
10, 16 & 29 January; 1 & 28 February;
8, 15 & 22 March; 26 April, 10 & 17 May;
13 & 27 June; 12 July.
Explore Build Play KS2
Imagine turning the Museum into a
fantasy playground, then test out your
ideas and build models back in the studio.
DT | Art & Design
Dates: 8 December; 15 & 19 January;
8 & 9 February; 19 & 21 March; 22 May.
Perfect Patterns KS2
Investigate objects and patterns from
the Islamic Middle East, then create
your own digital patterns inspired by
what you’ve seen.
Art & Design | Maths | RE | Computing
Dates: 16 October; 23 November;
11, 18 & 30 January; 7 & 22 February;
7 & 13 March; 3 & 9 May; 14 & 26 June;
5 & 11 July.
Cost
Timing
Capacity

£100
2 hours, starting at 10.30
Maximum of 30
students per session

Cost
Timing
Capacity

  Winnie-the-Pooh Pop-Up Stories

KS1 & 2
Get inspiration from Winnie-the-Pooh
and friends to create a pop-up book.
Develop literacy skills through fun,
hands-on making.
Art & Design | DT | Literacy
Dates: 9, 17, 23 & 31 January;
6 & 21 February; 1, 6 & 14 March.
Cost

Timing

Capacity

£ 100 + exhibition tickets
for the group (charged
at £3 per student
and teacher)
2 hours, starting at 10.30
When booking please
request the 10.45
exhibition slot.
Maximum of 30
students per session

FREE
45 minutes, 11.00 & 13.30
Maximum of 240
students per performance

Winnie-the-Pooh World Book Day
Celebrate World Book Day at the V&A.
Visit the exhibition and listen to stories in
the galleries. Why not come dressed as your
favourite character from Winnie-the-Pooh?
1 March 2018
Cost
Timing
Capacity

£ 60 (Exhibition
tickets must be
purchased separately)
Storytelling, 30 minutes,
starting at 10.30, 11.30,
12.30 and 13.30
Maximum of 30
students per session

For more information about our sessions
visit vam.ac.uk/primary

‘A really excellent, fun
and well-rounded
workshop – Thank you!’
KS2 Teacher
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SECONDARY ART,
CRAFT & DESIGN
Our Secondary Programme:
–  supports the National Curriculum
for Art and Design and DT
–  provides inspiration for STEAM teaching
–  meets key criteria for Edexcel,
AQA and OCR
–  is delivered by innovative artists
and designers
–  offers student advice about studying
and working in the creative industries.

FREE Gallery-based Sessions
These sessions explore creative responses
to the Museum collections, develop
research skills and take inspiration from
historical and cross-cultural objects
through innovative hands-on activities.
Research & Record
From Arts & Crafts to Art Deco, Bauhaus to
Memphis, learn how artists and designers
use the work of others to help inspire new
ideas. These sessions will help students
develop their research skills for exam
preparation and NEAs.
Dates: 25 – 29 September; 9 – 13 October;
23 – 27 April.

‘It made students think
more abstractly and
consider different ways to
look at and draw objects.’

Experimental Drawing
Explore colour, line, form and shape in
objects through experimental 2D and 3D
drawing techniques. Develop creative
ideas and inspiration as a springboard
into projects back in the classroom.
Dates: 30 October – 3 November;
27 November – 1 December; 2 – 6 July.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

 elected dates, however,
S
please contact us to
discuss alternatives
FREE
90 minutes starting
at 11.00 & 13.00
Maximum of 20
students per session

Tailored Sessions and
Spotlight Tours
From design movements to religious
art and artefacts, the breadth of the
V&A collections covers a huge range of
subjects. Our team can offer advice or
we can devise and deliver a research day,
tour or workshop.
Contact schools@vam.ac.uk
A minimum of six weeks’ notice is required
for tailored sessions and costs apply.

Art Teacher
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Textile, The Calico Printers
Association, 1937, England

Left: Blow Away, Front Design,
De Koninklijke Porceleyne Fles.
Delft. 2009.

Workshops: Art, Craft & Design

Projects and Competitions:
Art, Craft & Design

In-depth practical sessions exploring the
design process and taking inspiration from
museum objects to develop creative thinking
and making skills. Students will meet and
work with industry professionals, get careers
advice and develop their creativity.

DesignLab
Are you interested in taking part in an
in-depth project with the V&A? DesignLab
offers students the chance to broaden
their knowledge of the designed world
and get them buzzing with new ideas.
The programme is delivered by specialists
including practicing designers, architects,
curators and museum educators. Open to
any state-funded secondary school.

  Design Prototyping
Discover intriguing and unusual product
design solutions from the past before
working directly with a range of everyday
materials to prototype innovative ideas
through sketch modelling.
Dates: 28 September; 11 & 17 October;
1, 13 & 22 November; 7 December;
6 February; 19 June; 4 July.

  Ceramics
Use objects and literature to explore the
Museum and gather ideas before creating
your own artworks in the ceramics studio.
(Maximum 20 students)
Dates: 5 & 12 October; 2, 21 & 28 November;
5 December; 14 March; 6 June.

  Digital Animation
Get to grips with creating animation
inspired by objects in the Museum.
Use simple but effective techniques
to communicate your ideas.
(Maximum 15 students)
Dates: 19 October; 30 November; 20 June.
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Fashion & Textiles
Develop designing and making techniques
in this fast-paced session, working in teams
to create a fashion collection.
Dates: 2, 10, 17 & 30 October;
6, 14 & 27 November; 4 & 11 December;
5 & 20 February; 5 & 12 June; 3 & 10 July.
Graphics
Look at examples of design and typography
then use experimental techniques
combined with digital photography to
respond to a brief back in the studio.
Dates: 18 & 31 October; 9, 15 & 29 November;
6 December.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

 elected dates, however,
S
please contact us to
discuss alternatives
£150
10.30 – 14.30
Maximum of 30
students per session
(unless otherwise stated)

To find out more about DesignLab and
DesignLab Nation, our new national
programme with partner museums,
visit vam.ac.uk/designlab

Graphic Gathering
Take part in the V&A’s annual graphic
design competition. This year’s live brief
will be delivered in partnership with
Amnesty International. Graphic Gathering
can be delivered as a unit of coursework
or a portfolio project. It is supported with
a teachers’ CPD evening, followed by a
student briefing day at the Museum and
optional research visits.
Suitable for GCSE / AS & A Level
Available

Cost
Capacity

2 2 September (CPD),
3 October (student
briefing) & 2 February
(presentation evening)
FREE
Places limited to 20
schools with a maximum
of 2 teachers and 25
students per school,
booking is essential

Soft Little Heavy (Chair)
Ron Arad for Moroso, 1991

SECONDARY PERFORMING
ARTS & ENGLISH
Our Programme:
–  showcases the national collection
of performing arts
–  is delivered by leading performance
specialists, such as Complicite
–  includes set-texts for English, Drama
and Performing Arts students
–  supports Edexcel, AQA and OCR
GCSE and AS/A Level Drama and
Theatre Studies
–  introduces Texts in Practice and includes
Schools’ Screen and Shakespeare
in a Suitcase which support Edexcel,
AQA and OCR, GCSE and AS/A Level
English Literature
–  gives you access to the free Opera:
Passion, Power and Politics Schools’
& Colleges Exhibition Day (see pg. 2).

FREE Gallery-based Session
Perform
An ideal introductory session for discovering
more about the history and process of
performance from rehearsals to opening
night. Key objects, including posters, set
and costume designs, illustrate how
performance has captured audiences’
imagination over the centuries.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity
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On request
FREE
1 hour, starting at 11.00
& 13.00
Maximum of 25
students per session
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Workshops: Performing Arts
and English
Giving your students access to the work
of practicing performance artists is
central to these sessions. Link objects in
the collections, including unique filmed
material, to the world of theatre.

  Texts in Practice
Working with professional performers
and directors, students explore set texts,
both in and through performance.
Choose from Antigone, Jerusalem, Hamlet
or The Tempest.
Dates: 30 October; 20 November;
5 February; 19 April.
Design for Performance
Explore the galleries with professional
designers and get practical advice on
set or costume design. Choose a general
introduction or choose from An Inspector
Calls, The Crucible, Macbeth or Romeo
and Juliet.
Dates: 9 October; 14 December; 20 March;
25 April.

‘The thing I most enjoyed
was seeing the Museum
and performing in such a
fantastic place.’

Stage Make-up
Ideal for students opting to offer Makeup Design for their personal skill, this
workshop provides a thorough grounding
in the practicalities of make-up. Choose
a general introduction or choose from:
Make-up for Musicals, Basic Special FX,
Make-up Styles through History or Tips
for School Productions.
Dates: 4 October; 5 March; 16 May.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

 elected dates, however,
S
please contact us to
discuss alternatives
£150
10.30 – 14.30
Maximum of 30
students per session
(unless otherwise stated)

Year 10 student

Omai, Set Model,
Philip James de Loutherbourg, 1785

Devising – with Complicite
Full-length practical workshop with
one of the world’s most innovative
theatre companies. Includes extracts
from the National Video Archive of
Performance (NVAP).
Dates: 17 October; 28 November;
5 December; 8 January; 22 February;
22 March.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

 elected dates, however,
S
please contact us to
discuss alternatives
£300
10.30 – 14.30
Maximum of
30 students

Circus costume;
Unknown, ca. 1900

FREE Schools’ Screen
Theatre shows in the National Video
Archive of Performance (NVAP) are only
available for screening, free of charge,
at the V&A. Titles of set texts include
Antigone, The Crucible, The Caucasian Chalk
Circle, Doctor Faustus, Equus, An Inspector
Calls, Jerusalem, Our Country’s Good,
Waiting for Godot plus Shakespeare titles
Hamlet, King Lear, A Midsummer Night’s
Dream, The Tempest and Othello.
Available
Cost
Capacity

On request
FREE
Maximum of 250
students, subject
to availability

Jerusalem Screening
A set-text on both OCR and AQA exam
boards, the V&A has the only live recording
of this play, starring Mark Rylance as
Johnny ‘Rooster’ Byron.
Available
Cost
Timing
Capacity

23 January 2018
FREE
11.00 – 14.30
Maximum of 200
students per screening

For a full list of titles visit: vam.ac.uk/nvap

Projects: Performing Arts
and English
Shakespeare in a Suitcase
A unique devising and performance
opportunity. Discover the many objects
in the Museum that link to Shakespeare.
Work with a professional actor/director
in the autumn, using objects as starting
points for your own take on the themes
and characters of Shakespeare’s plays.
Develop the work back at school and
return to the V&A in April 2018 to perform
to the general public.
Available
Cost
Capacity

I nspiration day on
request, performance on
either 24 or 25 April 2018
FREE
Maximum of 30
students per group

Contact schools@vam.ac.uk to find out
more and book.

‘The group were clearly
motivated by looking
into the past and gaining
insight from the V&A’s
unique and extensive
resources. I’m so glad they
had this opportunity.’

Peter Brook: Focus on the Practitioner
Visit the archives of the Theatre and
Performance department at Blythe House,
West Kensington to see extracts from
the Peter Brook Collection. This two-hour
session introduces groups to the range of
Brook’s work, invites them to explore how
his ideas developed and encourages the
link between theory and practice.
Available
Cost
Capacity

On request
£150
Maximum of 30
students per group

Contact schools@vam.ac.uk to find out
more and book.
Above: Photograph of Glenda Jackson and Peter Brook
by Douglas H Jeffery, 10th Oct, 1978. Royal Shakespeare
Theatre, Stratford-upon-Avon. Antony and Cleopatra,
Royal Shakespeare Company

Drama Teacher
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SECONDARY CAREERS EVENT
Creative Quarter
17 November 2017, 10.30 – 16.00
Suitable for 13 – 19 year olds
Don’t miss out on the V&A’s flagship
careers event for secondary students –
a unique opportunity to get advice
from artists, designers, performers,
and theatre practitioners, as well as
undergraduate and postgraduate
students through exciting activities,
workshops, talks and demonstrations.
View the full programme online
vam.ac.uk/secondary
Free, places limited, booking essential
In collaboration with
Discover South Kensington

‘A great way to get advice
and find out more about
the creative industries!’
Year 10 student

SEND PROGRAMME
Special Educational Needs
and Disability Programme
Multi-sensory and interactive, our sessions
for students with special educational
needs and disability are based around
some of the most popular objects in the
collections and encourage exploration
through hands-on tactile resources and
activities. We arrange a pre-visit to your
school to meet students and staff before
their session.

‘The variety of resources
used in the session was
extraordinary.’
SEND Teacher

For Museum visits we can arrange a
separate quiet space for lunch and a
changing bed if required. Alternatively,
we can come out to you and deliver the
session at your school or specialist unit.
Session themes include: Tipu’s Tiger, 18th
Century Fashion, Chinese Dragon Robes,
Japanese Armour, Medieval Tapestry and
Islamic Tiles.
Contact us at schools@vam.ac.uk to get
advice about visiting or to book one of
our sessions.
Dates: 6 October; 3 November; 1 December;
12 January; 2 February; 9 March; 20 April;
11 May; 8 June; 6 July.
Cost
Timing
Capacity

Swarovski dress, designed
by Giles Deacon, England, S/S 2009

SEND Resource Box
for Tipu’s Tiger Session

FREE
10.30 – 14.30
Maximum 10 students,
depending on the needs
of the group
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TEACHERS’ PROGRAMME
InSET on Request

FREE Teacher Twilights

Contact us to organise a training
session tailored to support your
teaching. Alternatively, choose from
one of these themes:

Find out about the latest exhibitions from
museum experts and pick up free resources.
Selected Fridays, 17.45 – 20.00

–  introduction to the V&A, collections
and programmes
– exam topic support
– using museum objects to develop
creativity across the curriculum
– From Archive to Action: using archives
to inspire devised performance
– developing Literacy and Numeracy
through Art, Design & Performance
– choose one of our Primary or Secondary
workshops (additional charge for artist)
– putting STEAM into the curriculum
– a theme of your choice.
Whole day: £750 for 10 to 15 people,
£75 for each additional person
Half-day or twilight: £375 for up to 10 to 15
people, £37.50 for each additional person
(Includes tea and coffee, additional
charge for lunch)
Contact schools@vam.ac.uk to find
out more and book.

Plywood
22 September 2017
Winnie-the-Pooh: Exploring a Classic
19 January 2018
Free, places limited, booking essential

V&A Sanctuary
Get hands-on at these Friday evening
workshops with artists and designers.
Autumn Term
Plywood
6 October 2017

FREE ITT Introductory Sessions

Fashion & Textiles
1 December 2017
Available
Timing
Cost

Selected Fridays
17.45 – 20.30
£20 per person
(includes refreshments)

See the website for Spring and Summer
term listings.
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These one-hour sessions for teacher
training providers offer an overview of
the Museum collections as a teaching
and learning resource.

‘Great programme, exciting
and educational, gave me
a real spark for the subject’
DT Teacher

Contact schools@vam.ac.uk to find
out more and book.

Ice skating shelters, Winnipeg,
2012 © Patkau Architects
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Ready to Book?

On arrival at the Museum, please make
your way to the reception desk in the
Sackler Centre for Arts Education which
is located on Level 1. A map showing the
route to the centre will be sent to you
with your booking confirmation.

All school group visits must be pre-booked.
A minimum of three weeks’ notice is
required for tours and workshops and
a minimum 10 days for self-guided and
exhibition visits.

If you have any questions about the location
of the Sackler Centre or need advice about
visiting, please contact our Schools Liaison
Administrator at schools@vam.ac.uk.
Risk Assessment Assistance
Once booked, Health & Safety Guidelines are
provided to help with your risk assessment.

Teacher Student Ratios
Foundation Stage: 1 adult to 3 students
Key Stage 1 & 2: 1 adult to 6 students
Key Stage 3 – 5: 1 adult to 15 students

Planning Activities for
a Self-guided Visit

Cancellation Policy
Sessions cancelled within three weeks of
the visit will be liable to the full charge.
For free one-hour sessions, there is a £60
chargeper session if cancelled within three
weeks. Free workshops and projects will
be charged at £250.
Travel
School groups in London can travel to
the V&A for free. For more information
visit tfl.gov.uk and search for Transport
for London School Party Travel Scheme.
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Lunch Facilities & Lockers
The lunchroom is available in 30 minute slots.
There are lockers to leave coats and bags.

Call 020 7942 2000 and have the following
information to hand:
– a range of possible dates for your visit
– contact details
– group size and age of pupils
– whether you want to book a 30 minute
lunchroom slot
– credit card or invoice details.
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Facilities for Schools
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PLANNING & BOOKING
YOUR VISIT

See the website for full terms and conditions.

We recommend you make a preparatory
visit before bringing your class. Teachers’
resources and planning tips can be found
on our website at vam.ac.uk/primary and
vam.ac.uk/secondary.
20
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Creative Quarter is a partnership event with Discover South Kensington
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All of the images are © Victoria and Albert
Museum, London unless stated otherwise

