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Metalwork in the 
V&A’s Archive of Art and Design 
 

The V&A's Archive of Art and Design 
holds the working papers of 
individual artists and designers, as 
well as the records of companies 
and associations involved in all 
aspects of applied art and design. 
The archives can be consulted by 
appointment at Blythe House, 
located near Olympia in West 
London.  

The Archive of Art and Design's 
holdings for metalwork offer an insight into its use in an everyday setting. There are 
presentation drawings of hand-forged wrought iron gates and railings produced by 
Hyders Ltd along with their albums of designs and costings for furnishings such as 
candlesticks, firescreens, mirrors and cocktail cabinets. There is also a selection of 
photographs of delicately patterned personal items such as a hairbrush, a comb and 
a glove-stretcher by jewellery and metalwork designer William Snelling Hadaway. At 
the other end of the scale, London Lorries Ltd designed and manufactured the 
bodywork and interiors of coaches and lorries between 1919 and 1933. Their 
archives include account books, day books and sales details as well as photographs 
of the vehicles. 

Lighting design and medals are also represented in the collections with the archives 
of medallist George Gamon Adams who created the prize medals for the Great 
Exhibition of 1851 and of Sidney William Hamlyn who designed the lighting for many 
London cinemas and theatres. 

For more details please visit Search the Archives or consult the Guide to the Archive 
of Art and Design, Victoria & Albert Museum by Elizabeth Lomas (London: Fitzroy 
Dearborn Publishers in association with the Victoria and Albert Museum, 2001), 
which not only lists the AAD archives, but also identifies related material in the V&A 
Museum and other institutions.  

Medals 

• George Gamon Adams, medallist and sculptor: papers, ca.1820-c.1979. 
AAD/1997/12 

Metalwork 

• William Snelling Hadaway, jewellery and metalwork designer: papers, 
ac.1900-1935. 
AAD/1978/8 

https://www.vam.ac.uk/archives/


Wrought iron 

• Hyders Ltd, art metal workers: records, ca.1930-ca.1980. 
AAD/1995/2, AAD/2014/14 

Related subjects 

• A.C. Adamson, light fitting designer: papers, 1851-1970. 
AAD/1984/10 

• Sidney William Hamlyn, lighting designer: papers, 1876-1966. 
AAD/1996/10, AAD/2011/11 

• London Lorries Ltd, commercial motor body builders: records, 1919-ca.1933.       
AAD/1997/17 

• Perry & Co. chandelier makers: records, 1822-1925.                                                    
AAD/2006/6 

• Seymour Rabinovitch, designs and papers relating to collection of fish slices, 
1988-2004.  AAD/2007/8 

 
Contact details 
Archive of Art and Design 
Blythe House, 23 Blythe Road, London, W14 0QX 
Tel: +44 (0)20 7942 2303 
Contact us online 
 
Access to the Archive of Art and Design 
The Blythe House Archive & Library Study Room is open Tuesdays to Fridays, from 
10.00 to 16.30, by appointment only. 

You can find further access information, including a map on the V&A’s website. 

 
 
Image: Silver box, William Snelling Hadaway, early 1900s. Museum no. AAD/1978/8/21 

http://vam.altarama.com/reft000.aspx
https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/archive-of-art-and-design
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