


Join us this Friday Late for 
a programme of specially 
selected short films and moving 
image works that showcase 
the creativity and ingenuity of 
contemporary fashions from 
Nigeria and the African Diaspora. 
From cinematic celebrations 
of joy, luxury and leisure to 
portraits of creative youth, 
explore the work of designers, 
stylists and film makers at the 
heart of this eclectic scene. Hear 
from the makers themselves 
as they introduce their work, 
sharing their inspirations and 
perspectives on storytelling 
through fashion.

AFRICAN FASHIONS 
ON FILM
Friday 29 January, 20.00
youtube.com/vamuseum

https://www.youtube.com/user/vamuseum


This Friday Late marks the 
announcement of a major V&A 
exhibition celebrating the vitality 
and innovation of contemporary 
African fashions, opening in June 
2022. As part of this, the V&A 
have launched a public call-out 
to uncover personal testimonies 
from those who have worn 
specific designs. Click here to 
find out more.

https://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/news/va-africa-fashion-call-out
https://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/news/va-africa-fashion-call-out


A Ti De
01:26

‘A ti de’ meaning ‘we have 
arrived’ explores vintage Yoruba 
fashions from the 60s, 70s and 
80s. The film sheds light on 
the richness of fashion during 
that era, particularly the Iro and 
Buba — wrap-around skirts tied 
at the waist, and long-sleeved, 
loose-fitting blouses. Growing 
up in Lagos, Nigeria, director 
Oye Diran recalls looking at 
old pictures his mother had of 
herself, friends and family. A Ti 
De is inspired by the memories 
of this heritage, celebrating both 
traditional Yoruba clothing and 
more contemporary stylings as 
well as hairstyles from Afros to 
beehives.

@Oye_diran 
OyeDiran.net

https://www.instagram.com/Oye_diran/
https://www.oyediran.net


Joy
05:19

This kaleidoscopic love story by 
director Samona Olanipekun 
and designer Priya Ahluwalia 
celebrates the everyday beauty 
and strength of Black existence. 
Featuring community leaders, 
steelband players, matriarchs, 
poets and political activists, 
with Ahluwalia’s collection 
subtly woven throughout, this 
work is part documentary, and 
part feature film. Ahluwalia’s 
namesake brand creates vibrant, 
forward-looking menswear 
that pays tribute to her family’s 
Nigerian, Jamaican and Indian 
heritage, with a touch of 
nostalgia for her 90s childhood 
in south London.

@ahluwalia 
@samona_o 
ahluwalia.world 
samona.co.uk

https://www.instagram.com/ahluwalia/
https://www.instagram.com/samona_o/
https://www.ahluwalia.world
https://www.samona.co.uk


A Beautiful Struggle
12:58

A Beautiful Struggle follows a 
young musician who migrates 
from the countryside to 
seek stardom in the vibrant, 
psychedelic city of Lagos. This 
portrait is an ode to the pursuit 
of fame by all means necessary, 
set against the hustle of writer 
and director Dafe Oboro’s home 
city. The film features fashion 
designs by Nigeria-based 
designers Papa Oyeyemi and 
Abiola Olusola, and was created 
in collaboration with Vlisco&co.

@dafeoboro 
dafeoboro.com

https://www.instagram.com/dafeoboro/
https://www.dafeoboro.com


We Do
03:59

We Do is a film about ceremony 
and sisterhood. Opening with 
three women helping each 
other dress, director Numa 
Perrier takes us on a luxuriously 
lo-fi excursion into the rituals 
surrounding clothing and 
preparing for special occasions. 
Designed by Memsor Kamarake 
and Ade Samuel and featuring 
whimsical and romantic 
collections from House of Aama, 
Love Oh Lou, Keeyahri, Brother 
Vellies and more. Produced 
by Ashley Cimone for Equator 
Productions in partnership with 
In The Blk, as part of a series that 
speaks to the solidarity found 
within Black communities.

@missnuma 
houseofnuma.com

https://www.instagram.com/missnuma/
http://www.houseofnuma.com

