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ART, DESIGN AND SOCIET  Y: 1900– NOW
Despite the undeniable and enduring influence of the international Modernism 
of the 1920s and 30s, the 20th-century was marked by a great plurality of styles: 
some infused with social meaning, others purely visual in nature, many utilizing 
new production techniques and using materials in unexpected ways. 

A dynamic tension between functional design and the unashamedly decorative 
persisted throughout the previous century and continues today. Social history 
will underpin our examination of seminal objects and styles, including Arts and 
Crafts, Art Deco, Modernism, and the continung influence of Japanese design. 

The museum’s new gallery, Design: 1900–Now, features over a century of works 
from the V&A’s world-leading collection of modern and contemporary design. 
This course has been devised to complement the gallery, which explores the 
history of design and its impact on how we live, work, travel, communicate 
and consume as well as providing a new home for the museum’s celebrated 
Rapid Response Collection.

CHRISTINE L  ALUMIA
Christine Lalumia is an art and design historian with a particular interest in 
cultural context and the interplay between the fine and decorative arts from the 
late 19th century onwards. A course leader at the V&A and a consultant lecturer 
at Sotheby’s Institute of Art, she was Deputy Director of The Geffrye, Museum 
of the Home, London for 21 years.
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COURSE PROGR A MME
Week 1: 05 November

10.20  Welcome – Christine Lalumia, Course Leader 
10.30  Origins of the Modern – Christine Lalumia 
12.00  The decorative as modern: from Art Nouveau to Art Deco – 

Christine Lalumia

Week 2: 12 November

10.30  Modernism in pre-war Europe – Christine Lalumia
12.00  Modernist furniture – Christine Lalumia

Week 3: 19 November

10.30  American Design: iconic buildings and objects – Greg Votolato 
12.00  Open Plan: Changing Rooms, Changing Lifestyles – Christine Lalumia 

Week 4: 26 November

10.30  Living with Plastic  – Lis Darby 
12.00  Pop, Punk and Period Revivals: reactions to Modernism – 

Christine Lalumia

Week 5: 03 December

10.30  The enduring allure of Japanese design – Christine Lalumia
12.00  Presenting ‘Design 1900 – Now’ at the V&A – Johanna Agerman Ross

Week 6: 10 December

10.30  Rapid Response Collecting at the V&A – Corinna Gardner
12.00  Individuality, plurality and the handmade in C21 decorative arts & 

design – Christine Lalumia 

Note: this programme is subject to change
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V&A Academy art history courses offer students sustained and rigorous 
engagement with key subject areas from the history of art. Drawing heavily on 
the V&A’s outstanding collections and bringing together world-leading experts, 
they are designed to give you a thorough overview, but also to spark your 
imagination and prepare you for further study.

Each week of this online course consists of two hour-long lectures. Lectures will 
be delivered live at the times above via Microsoft Teams, or available to view 
later in your own time. 

Click here to view a full list of frequently asked questions about our courses.

https://www.vam.ac.uk/info/academy-online-questions/



