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Gain confidence in using colour within your painting and design practice. Delving into the 

V&A’s Watercolour Collection, this session will give you an introduction to colour theory and 

how it can impact your practice. Artist Julia McKenzie will unpick examples from the V&A’s 

Collection, analysing how colour theory has been used to produce beautiful pieces of art and 

design, across a range of time periods and cultures.      

 

During the session, you will paint your own colour wheel, bringing colour theory to life. Julia 

will show you how to mix colours successfully, and how to place colours together to maximise 

their effects within your work. By the end of the session, you will have a completed colour 

wheel to use in future projects and a small individual painting, putting the theory into practice.   

 

Julia McKenzie is an artist and art educator who has been teaching for over 20 years. Julia has 

illustrated books and designed work for various institutions, her work has been collected by 

The British Library. ‘Drawing and painting is the stuff of exploration for me. My work celebrates 

the lost, the overlooked and the fragile. The natural world is hugely influential to me.’  

 

MATERIALS & TOOLS 

 

• A pair of compasses 

• A sharp pencil H or HB 

• A rubber 

• A ruler 

• A protractor 

• A small paint brush for delicate work 

• A larger soft watercolour brush 

• A watercolour set- 12 colours beginners set is ample 

• 2-3 sheets of hot-pressed watercolour paper A3 or good quality cartridge paper 

• An ordinary wax candle-white 

• A real lemon 

• A desk light  

• Clean water 

• Tissue 

• White plate/palette for colour mixing  

 

http://www.vam.ac.uk/info/academy

