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1 March 2023
Lydia and Manfred Gorvy Lecture Theatre, V&A
11.00-18.20 (followed by a drinks reception)

The 2023 Make Good Symposium at the V&A brings together international 
speakers from a wide range of disciplines, spanning science, design, 
architecture, and forestry to look at the opportunities and challenges 
of sourcing and making with natural, renewable and local materials, 
in particular wood. As such it takes a cue from the FIELD NOTES 
SUMMER SCHOOL, which was a 2022 collaboration between the 
V&A and environmental charity Sylva Foundation. This day of talks 
and conversations, presenting ongoing projects and research, forms 
a collection of field notes to inform and inspire future initiatives in 
sustainable design and manufacture. 

Make Good: Rethinking Material Futures is supported by the designer and 
furniture maker John Makepeace OBE. The ten-year project launched in 
2022 and encompasses an annual display in the Dr Susan Weber Gallery 
of Furniture, an annual symposium and a programme of acquisitions 
dedicated to exploring the use of renewable, natural materials and the 
future of sustainable forestry in design and architecture at a time of 
climate emergency.

Please use the #makegood tag when posting about the symposium.
To find out about future events and sign up to our quarterly 
newsletter, please visit: vam.ac.uk/info/make-good

https://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/projects/opening-field-notes
https://www.vam.ac.uk/blog/projects/opening-field-notes
http://www.vam.ac.uk/info/make-good
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Symposium Schedule

11.00-11.10   Introductions by Christopher Wilk, Keeper of the V&A 
Performance, Furniture, Textiles and Fashion Department, 
and Johanna Agerman Ross, lead curator of Make Good: 
Rethinking Material Futures 

11.10-12.30  Session 1: Rethinking resource  
• Henry Tadros, Ercol 
• Ian Tubby, Forestry Commission 
• Alex de Rijke and Kat Scott, dRMM architects  
Followed by a Q&A chaired by Debika Ray

12.30-13.00  Session 2: In conversation 
Stephen Burks and Malika Leiper  
with Johanna Agerman Ross

13.00-14.00 LUNCH

14.00-15.00  Session 3: Considering materials 
• Summer Islam, Material Cultures 
• Indy Johar, Dark Matter 
Followed by Q&A chaired by Meneesha Kellay

15.00-16.20  Session 4: Understanding structures 
• William Baker, Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 
• Christien Meindertsma   
• Sean Sutcliffe, Benchmark furniture 
Followed by a Q&A chaired by Evi Hall 

16.20-16.45 BREAK

16.45-17.15 Session 5: In conversation  
  Hella Jongerius and Johanna Agerman Ross

17.15-18.15  Session 6: Reaching out 
• Joseph Bray, Sylva Foundation 
• Sixto-Juan Zavala, Queer Botany  
• Georgina Bowman, Common Practice 
Followed by a Q&A chaired by Holly Burton

18.15-18.20  Concluding remarks by John Makepeace, OBE
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Alex de Rijke (he/him) co-founded dRMM in 
1995. His innovations include Tulipwood CLT, 
the world’s first hardwood composite, used 
to construct Maggie’s Oldham, the world’s 
first hardwood CLT building. Alex has raised 
the profile of timber in the national press and 
construction industry. As an architect and 
educator he has persuaded emerging architects 
to adopt timber as a healthy, sustainable 
material for over 30 years. Alex was Project 
Director for Hastings Pier, winner of the 2017 
Stirling Prize. He is currently directing Charlton 
WorkStack, a high-density timber workspace 
on a compact site, set to become an exemplar 
project for the Greater London Authority. 

Christien Meindertsma (she/her) is a designer 
whose work investigates and documents the  
life journey of products and raw materials,  
often with the aim of emphasizing the role  
that designers, manufacturers and consumers 
play in this process. Projects such as PIG 
05049 (2007) and Bottom Ash Observatory 
(2015) are explorations into networks between 
source and consumer that have become 
increasingly hidden. Meindertsma’s work is in 
the collection of MoMA, The Victoria & Albert 
Museum and the Vitra Design Museum. She 
won three Dutch Design Awards (2008) as well 
as an Index award (2009) for PIG 05049 and 
her Flax chair won the Dutch Design Award and 
Future Award (2016).

Georgina Bowman (she/her) graduated 
from The Architectural Association’s Design 
and Make program at Hooke Park in 2022 
after receiving her B.Arch from California 
Polytechnic SLO. Based in Dorset, she is a co-
founder of Common Practice with Jack Cardno, 
a social design and making practice which 
explores the agency of craft in connecting 
people to their surrounding productive 
landscapes through workshops, field trips and 
storytelling. Her interests lie in the material 
culture and capacity for transformation that 
design offers, fostered through her time as a 
model-making technician at ETH Zürich and 
leading community workshops. In 2022 she 
joined the economic development co-operative 
Stir to Action. 

Hella Jongerius (she/her) engages in ongoing 
research on colours, materials and textures. 
All her questions are open-ended, and all her 
answers provisional, taking the form of finished 
and semi-finished products. These are part 
of a never-ending process, and the same is 
essentially true of all Jongeriuslab designs:  
they possess the power of the final stage, 
while also communicating that they are part 
of something greater, with both a past and an 
uncertain future. In 2015 she launched the 
manifesto Beyond the New with design theorist 
Louise Schouwenberg where they criticized  
the obsession with the New for the sake of the 
New, and deplored how the design discipline 
lacks an intimate interweaving of the values, 
making the highest possible quality accessible 
to many people.  

Henry Tadros (he/him) is the chairperson 
of Ercol Furniture. The solid wood furniture 
manufacturer was founded by Lucian Ercolani, 
Henry’s great-grandfather, in 1920 and is 
based in Buckinghamshire. Ercol is a forward-
thinking company creating beautiful designs 
with honesty, form and function, and looking 
at manufacturing to be as sustainable and as 
local as possible. Since 2019, Henry has been 
developing the new sub brand L.Ercolani, where 
the company’s rich history and design ethos 
lay the foundations to work with international 
designers guided by the profound appreciation 
of wood in its natural form. 

Ian Tubby (he/him) is a policy adviser with 
the Forestry Commission. His focus is on the 
management of established woodlands, the 
development of new markets for wood fibre 
and adapting woodlands to climate change. 
Ian joined Forest Research in 1997 and initially 
worked on projects investigating the natural 
regeneration of broadleaf woodland before 
researching site and growth interactions of 
single stem poplar and short rotation coppice. 
He led research and technology transfer 
programmes on bioenergy and wood fuel before 
moving to the Forestry Commission Policy 
Advice Team in 2010.

Indy Johar (he/him) is an architect and 
cofounder of Project00.cc and darkmatterlabs.
org. Dark Matter is a field laboratory that 
aims to radically redesign the institutional 
infrastructure of our cities, regions and  
towns for a more democratic, distributed  
great transition. Dark Matter Labs are  
working across the planet including with 15 
cities across Europe focused on their deep 
transition. Indy is also an Advisor to the Mayor 
of London on Good Growth.

Joe Bray (he/him) joined Sylva Foundation as 
the Head of the Wood School in 2018. He has 
been directly involved in the furniture industry 
for over 20 years. After completing a BA(Hons) 
and MA in Furniture Design he initially worked 
as a bespoke furniture designer, maker and 
production coordinator, before returning 
to educate the next generation of furniture 
designers and craftspeople at Rycotewood for 
thirteen years.

Kat Scott (she/her) is dRMM’s Sustainability 
and Regenerative Design Manager. She leads 
dRMM’s approach to sustainability, from 
how we design buildings, to how the studio 
operates as a business. Kat has been active 
in many initiatives addressing the climate and 
biodiversity emergencies, including LETI, 
Architects Declare and Architects Climate 
Action Network. She is currently working on 
a dRMM-led research project funded by Built 
by Nature called ‘Measuring Mass Timber’, as 
well as contributing to a Forestry Commission 
funded study on homegrown timber being led 
by Edinburgh Napier University. She is also 
developing guidance on biogenic materials as 
part of a circular economy for LETI.
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Malika Leiper (she/her) is the Director 
of Cultural Affairs at Stephen Burks Man 
Made. She is originally from Cambodia. After 
completing her master’s in urban planning 
at Harvard’s graduate school of design, she 
consulted with restaurants, non-profits, local 
governments, museums and design brands 
on research and strategies to build creative 
cultural capacity, often through public 
programming and community engagement.  
She approaches design as a collaborative 
process of translating knowledge and  
insights from different worlds into one  
common language through technical, moral  
and utopian applications.

Sean Sutcliffe (he/him) co-founded 
Benchmark, one of the UK’s leading furniture-
makers, with Terence Conran in 1984. 
Benchmark are a multi-awarded company 
with workshops in Berkshire and Dorset 
employing over 60 craftsmen and designers, 
and a client base that includes many of the 
world’s leading architects and designers.  Over 
the last 10 years, Benchmark have pioneered 
and invested in Life Cycle Assessments (LCA), 
Environmental Product Declarations (EPD) 
and Declare labelling to provide clear and 
unambiguous information about the materials 
used in their furniture and the impact it has on 
our environment and our health.

Sixto-Juan Zavala (he/him) is a London-
based designer and illustrator. He holds a BFA 
in Communication Design from Texas State 
University and an MA in Narrative Environments 
from UAL: Central Saint Martins with a focus 
on exhibition design, graphic design, and 
illustration. Zavala uses visual communication 
and spatial design to facilitate cultural change. 
He often does this by tackling environmental 
issues and simulating the engagement of queer 
people with nature. He founded Queer Botany 
in 2020, inspired by the theoretical lens of 
queer ecology. The project studies connections 
between people and plants and aims to share 
plural perspectives via interpretive displays, 
botanical drawing sessions, and guided walks. 
Queer Botany has worked with Chelsea Physic 
Garden, Wellcome Collection, Barbican Centre, 
The Royal Parks, Fierce (Birmingham), Sutton 
House & Breaker’s Yard (National Trust), and 
Fringe! Queer Film & Arts Festival.

Stephen Burks (he/him) is one of the most 
recognized American industrial designers of 
his generation. Independently and through 
association with various non-profits, he has 
worked as a product development consultant 
in close collaboration with artisans and 
craftspeople in over ten countries on six 
continents. Stephen and his Brooklyn-based 
studio Stephen Burks Man Made have been 
commissioned by many of the world’s leading 
design-driven brands to develop collections 
that engage hand production as a strategy 
for innovation including Cappellini, Dedon 
and Missoni. His work has been exhibited 
internationally, including the Studio Museum 

in Harlem, the High Museum of Art, and the 
Philadelphia Museum of Art. Stephen is the 
only African-American to win the Smithsonian 
Cooper Hewitt National Design Award in 
Product Design and the only industrial designer 
to be awarded the prestigious Loeb Fellowship 
at the Harvard Graduate School of Design.

Summer Islam (she/her), AADipl (hons) ARB, 
is a founding Director of Material Cultures, an 
architecture and research practice founded to 
bring together design, material research and 
strategic thinking to make meaningful progress 
towards a post-carbon built environment. 
Material Cultures recently co-authored 
Material Reform, a book of essays exploring 
the cultures, systems, and infrastructures 
that shape the architectural industry and the 
destructive ecologies it fosters. Summer has 
taught architecture at the London Metropolitan 
University, the Bartlett School of Architecture 
and Central St Martins. She is currently a 
doctoral student with the RIOT lab at EPFL, 
where her research explores the potential 
for a decarbonised built environment which 
prioritises ecosystems over industry.

Dr William J Baker (he/him) is a systematic 
biologist, working in the fields of taxonomy, 
phylogenetics, evolution, biogeography and 
conservation of flowering plants. His work 
draws extensively on biological collections, 
especially at RBG Kew, spanning herbarium, 
lab and field to address fundamental questions 
in plant diversity research. Current research 
include the palm systematics and taxonomy 
and address questions in global biogeography, 
biome evolution, speciation, trait evolution and 
sustainable management of natural resources.  
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Chair and presenter biographies

Christopher Wilk (he/him) is Keeper of  
the Performance, Furniture, Textiles and 
Fashion Department at the V&A. He was  
curator of the V&A’s exhibitions Modernism 
1914-1939 (2006) and Plywood: Material of the 
Modern World (2017). 

Danilo Marques dos Reis (he/they) is an 
art historian whose evolving research has 
investigated the social, political and ecological 
potentialities of alternative community 
systems, often from a queer perspective. 
Danilo concluded an MA History of Art at 
the Courtauld Institute of Arts and has since 
been working in the V&A’s department of 
Performance, Furniture, Textiles and Fashion. 
Danilo has been a part of the curatorial team 
behind Make Good: Rethinking Material Futures 
since its launch in 2022.

Debika Ray (she/her) is the editor of Crafts and 
head of editorial at the UK Crafts Council. She 
has also founded Clove, a magazine about the 
culture of South Asia and the region’s diaspora. 
She has previously been senior editor at Icon 
and has worked for publications including 
Financial Times, The Guardian, Al Jazeera, 
Wallpaper, Kinfolk, Metropolis and Blueprint, 
writing about design, architecture and global 
social issues.

Evi Hall (she/her) is the senior creative 
producer at the quarterly design journal 
Disegno and the producer of the award-
winning podcast Words on Wood, created for 
the American Hardwood Export Council in 
Europe. Evi specialises in stories that sit at the 
intersection of design, technology and science.

Holly Burton (she/they) is a Learning Producer 
at the V&A with a focus on supporting creative 
education in schools. Holly’s wider work has 
included running learning programmes at the 
Crafts Council and London Transport Museum, 
and being a panel member for the T Level in 
Craft and Design.

Johanna Agerman Ross (she/her) is a curator 
of 20th century and contemporary furniture 
and product design at the V&A in London. In 
this role she has co-curated the new permanent 
gallery Design 1900-Now and the internationally 
touring exhibition Plastics: Remaking Our World. 
She is also the lead curator of Make Good: 
Rethinking Material Futures. 

John Makepeace (he/him) is a designer and 
furniture maker, founder of  Parnham Trust 
and instigator of the research and construction 
of the forest campus at Hooke Park, Dorset. 
In 2002, the Trust amalgamated with the 
Architectural Association where Makepeace 
continues his pursuit of a multi-disciplinary 
approach to the better use of timber in building. 
John Makepeace has spent a lifelong career in 
design and making furniture to commission, 
and his work is in many private and public 
collections, including the V&A. 

Maude Willaerts (she/her) is Assistant 
Curator in the Performance, Furniture, Textiles 
and Fashion Department at the V&A. She 
contributed to the development of the new 
Design:1900-Now galleries and joined the Make 
Good: Rethinking Material Futures team in 
April 2022. She holds an MA in Art History and 
Museum Curating from Sussex University.

Meneesha Kellay (she/her) is Senior 
Curator, Contemporary Programme at the 
V&A and works with commissions across 
art, architecture, design, and performance. 
Meneesha is also co-curator of the British 
Pavilion at the International Architecture 
Exhibition of La Biennale di Venezia 2023. 
Previously she was Public Programmes Curator 
at the Royal Institute of British Architects 
(RIBA), Assistant Director of the AA Night 
School at the Architectural Association and led 
Open House London 2014. 


