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The process

Several sequences of proofs show Freud
reworking the image, making changes

to the plate until he was satisfied. He
sketched with pastel on some of these
proofs, trying out ideas and indicating
his proposed changes. Prints such as
Reclining Figure and Bella in her Pluto
T-shirt were extensively reworked.

The creative relationship
between artist and printer

Many of the trial proofs demonstrate
Marc Balakjian’s expertise in choosing
inks and papers, and his skills in inking
and wiping the plates, contributing
significantly to the character of Freud’s
finished prints.

Inspirations and influences

Freud’s prints were often related to his
paintings, but they were never copies of
paintings. Often of the same sitters or
scenes, the prints show Freud exploring
these subjects in a more intimate
manner, though the prints are oftenon a
similar scale.

Curatorial team

The exhibition is curated by

Gill Saunders, the recently retired
Senior Curator of Prints, with support
from Rebecca Billingham, Assistant
Curator of Prints. Gill is an internationally
renowned expert on 20th-century

and contemporary printmaking and

was responsible for acquiring this
remarkable collection of Freud proof
prints for the V&A in 2019.
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Daniel Slater, Director of Exhibitions
and Loans, d.slater@vam.ac.uk

All text and images contained within this document are
indicative and to be used for information purposes only. No
adaptation, alteration or manipulation is permitted without
prior written consent of the V&A.

Trial proof of Bella in her Pluto T-Shirt, 1995
Cancellation proof of Self-Portrait: Reflection, 1996
Proof of Pluto Aged Twelve, 2000

Trial proof of The Painters Garden, 2000

Trial proof of Woman Sleeping, 1995

All etchings by Lucian Freud, printed by Marc Balakjian
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